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Hartford Public Schools to Expand 
Partnerships With Charter Schools 

 
(Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012) Hartford Public Schools today announced it will 

expand its partnerships with the Achievement First and Jumoke Academy charter 
school organizations with a $5 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  

Hartford, whose district-charter partnership began in 2008, will use the 
additional funds to deepen collaboration by scaling existing work and partnerships to 
advance college readiness in both district and charter schools.  

 “We are truly honored to have the Gates Foundation as a partner in our 
shared goal of closing the achievement gap and preparing all students for college 
and career success,” Superintendent Christina M. Kishimoto said. “This grant will help 
Hartford Public Schools, Jumoke and Achievement First build on the successful 
practices that each has to offer the others.” 

 The Gates Foundation announced the grants early today, followed by local 
announcements in the recipient communities, which included Philadelphia, Boston; 
Denver, New York; New Orleans and Spring Branch, TX. 

Hartford announced its grant at a press conference in the State Capitol 
Building. Noah Wepman, portfolio manager for the College Ready Program at the 
Gates Foundation; Gov. Dannel P. Malloy, Connecticut Education, Jumoke Academy 
CEO Dr. Michael M. Sharpe, Achievement First Co-CEO and President Dacia Toll, 
Hartford Board of Education Chairman Matthew K. Poland, and an audience of 
students, parents, teachers and supporters joined Dr. Kishimoto at the 
announcement.  

“Last session, we passed education reform measures to improve how 
Connecticut prepares students for the 21st century economy,” said Gov. Malloy. 
“Working with dedicated and committed teachers, administrators, and parents, we 
have made important changes to ensure our young people have the ability to take 
on the challenges ahead.  We are deeply appreciative of the Gates Foundation 
investment and the good work the Foundation is doing in the Hartford Public School 
system.” 

David Medina 
Director of External Communications 
Hartford Public Schools 
Tel: (860)695-8862 
MEDID001@hartfordschools.org 
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The grants, which will be disbursed over three years, are an outgrowth of the 

Gates Foundation’s 2010 national District-Charter Collaboration Compact that 
Hartford and 15 other communities signed on to. By signing the agreement, 
traditional public schools and public charters agreed to work together in sharing 
resources, best practices and sometimes even facilities so that all children are 
prepared for success in college and the workforce.  

Signing the Compact also made each city eligible to compete for the grants by 
submitting proposals specifying how they planned to use the money to achieve the 
goals of the Compact. 

 “This is an incredible step forward for Hartford Public Schools and a testament 
to the positive results that can be realized as a result of effective public and private 
partnerships,” said Mayor Segarra. “We are having success and the more we identify 
existing opportunities, share best practices and capitalize on critical investments the 
better off our students will be. I am grateful and honored that the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation has invested in Hartford schools and our shared vision.” 

Strategies, such as district-charter partnerships, have proved that they can 
advance college readiness for Hartford students and they support the foundation’s 
strategic focus on ensuring all students have a high-quality education  

“The goal is to support these communities in significantly boosting the 
number of students enrolled in high-performing schools. These cities understand 
that opening the lines of communication and sharing best practices across schools 
are an effective way to do that,” said Vicki Phillips, director of education, College 
Ready, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “They have moved beyond the question of 
whether charters or district schools are better and are working together to benefit all 
students in these communities. These cities serve as models for what collaboration 
can do, and we applaud these local leaders for their commitment to advancing 
college readiness.” 

Hartford’s grant proposal included four initiatives: 
1. A collaborative plan to develop high-impact school leaders building on 

Achievement First’s Residency Program and increasing Hartford Public 
Schools’ capacity to implement leadership development programs throughout 
the district.  

2. An increase in the number of effective teachers by sharing the practices 
developed in the Achievement First Career Pathway program and the 
Charlotte Danielson Framework for Teaching adopted by the district. 

3. Improve student achievement at district and charter schools by implementing 
the Common Core based curriculum and assessments. 

4. Expand on the Jumoke Academy’s capacity to successfully manage and 
transform low-performing schools. 
 
Hartford’s grant proposal anticipates that when fully implemented these 

initiatives will increase the number of students attending high-performing schools by 
10 percent and enable 80 percent of Hartford students to graduate with a college 
ready education by 2027. 

“This is great news for Hartford students and parents,” said Linda J. Kelly, 
president of the Hartford Foundation. “The Gates Foundation’s investment supports 
Hartford stakeholders’ commitment to share best practices, strengthen educational  
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leadership, and improve student outcomes. The Hartford Foundation is pleased to be 
a partner in this effort as it complements our mission and our new strategic 
framework, called Accelerate Success, through which the Foundation will work 
collaboratively with other institutions, organizations and the community, to improve 
the educational and career success of residents of the Greater Hartford region.” 

Hartford Public Schools already collaborates with both the Achievement First 
network of charter schools and with the Jumoke Academy in Blue Hills on a number 
of fronts. 

The district’s relationship with the Jumoke Academy charter schools, whose 
corporate name is Family Urban Schools of Excellence (FUSE) started as soon as the 
organization was founded 15 years ago, when Hartford Public Schools began 
providing Jumoke students with school lunches and transportation services. 

The relationship grew earlier this year, when the Connecticut Board of 
Education accepted a turnaround plan for Hartford’s Milner Elementary School with 
a new school design, under which the Jumoke organization manages Milner and 
models it after its own educational program. The redesigned school at 104 Vine St. is 
now known as the Jumoke Academy at Milner. 

“For 15 years, Jumoke Academy Schools have been committed to powerfully 
transforming Hartford’s communities through education,” said Dr. Sharpe. “We are 
extremely grateful to the Gates Foundation for their support, which will allow us to 
enhance our holistic approach to transforming low-performing schools. Moreover, 
we are honored to work with the Hartford Public Schools and Achievement First to 
collectively deliver on the promise of exceptional education experiences for every 
child.” 

In August 2008, the district opened the Achievement First Hartford Academy 
Elementary and Middle schools at 305 Greenfield St. At the time, it was the only 
district-affiliated public charter school in the state of Connecticut. In 2011, 59 percent 
of AF Hartford Academy Elementary students and 64 percent of AF Hartford Middle 
students, averaged across all subjects, achieved in the goal range on the Connecticut 
Mastery Test – the state’s highest achievement category. 

This year, Achievement First Hartford High School opened its doors at the 
same address, as a district-affiliated college-preparatory public charter school with a 
goal that 100 percent of its graduates will gain acceptance into four-year colleges 
and universities. 
  “We are honored and proud to partner with Hartford Public Schools and 
Jumoke Academy to create schools grounded in the belief that all children, 
regardless of race or economic status, can achieve if they have access to a great 
education,” said Ms. Toll. “The Gates Foundation’s support will help us continue in 
our work to help all students close the achievement gap, graduate from college and 
become leaders in our communities.” 
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