
When is the best 
time to start 
moving toward a 
teaching career? 
Right now!

Here’s some useful information for you to keep in mind if you’re considering a career in education. 
We know it can seem overwhelming, so TEACH Connecticut listed the major milestones and pro 
tips for your journey right here!

Classroom, School or 
District Leadership
Be a mentor, lead a club, 
coach a team or work for 
your school or district as a 
principal, curriculum director 
or even superintendent.

Policy, Advocacy 
or Academia
Use your experience in the 
classroom to advocate for 
quality education for all 
students. If you earn an 
advanced degree, you could 
also teach college.

Education Products 
and Services
Develop an app, new product 
or resource to use in schools. 
Who better to help students 
and teachers than someone 
who's worked in the 
classroom?

Grow your 
expertise in the 
classroom or use 
your experience 
to branch out.

Let’s take it one step at a time.

Junior and Senior Year of High School
Choose a Connecticut college or university with an educator 
preparation program (EPP) that prepares you for what you want 
to teach. Explore your options, here: ontch.org/HS-EPP-CT

Freshman Year of College
Talk to the School of Education at your college or university to get 
clear on when and how you apply to their EPP. 

Sophomore or Junior Year of College
Apply and get accepted to your college or university’s EPP, 
probably in your sophomore year, though some programs have 
different requirements. 

Senior Year of College
Complete your classwork and graduate, apply to the state for your 
certification, then apply to your dream job in a classroom!
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How do I 
become 
a teacher?
There are a lot of steps to 
take on your journey to 
becoming a teacher, but 
we’ve got you.

 Enroll in an educator  
 prep program (EPP) 
 in college

 Complete the required  
 assessments, courses 
 and fieldwork 

 Graduate and apply   
 for your certification



Talk to a Teacher 
Chat with a Connecticut 
teacher who’s been there 
before at ontch.org/T2T-CT

Program Explorer 
Search through all our partner 
EPPs to find the one that’s 
the right fit for you at 
ontch.org/HS-EPP-CT

Guides and How-tos
Find help deciding what you 
want to teach, how to pay for 
it and how to get certified at 
ontch.org/HOW-CT 

TEACH Connecticut 
has everything you 
need to begin your 
journey toward a 
teaching career. 

Seem like a lot?
TEACH Connecticut has you covered with 
these pro tips to keep you on track!

Decide what you want to teach now. 
Different educator prep programs focus on 
different subject areas. Make sure to apply to a 
college with a program in the grades and subjects 
you want to teach. 

Try out teaching. 
Make sure it’s a good fit before you commit. 
Your school can help you find volunteer or paid 
opportunities to tutor or help in the classroom.  

Consider a community college. 
Connecticut’s Pathways to Teaching program 
starts with the right classes for your first 2 
years, so you can seamlessly transfer to a 
state university later.

Keep your GPA & SAT scores up! 
SATs can count toward required application 
tests. You’ll also have to meet a GPA 
requirement when you apply to an EPP, 
so keep those grades up!

Consider a hybrid 5-year program. 
You’ll eventually need to earn a master’s degree, 
so you might want to apply to a university where 
you can earn a bachelor’s and master’s together. 

Teaching is a great launch pad for a 
meaningful and financially secure career.

Learn more about how we can 
help and explore some of our 
services at: ontch.org/HS-CT.


