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Public Testimony Regarding Bill 7159 
 
Members of the Education Committee: 
 
My name is Bryan Daleas, and I am the Director of World Languages for Hartford Public Schools.  I am here to 
express my support of Bill 7159 An Act Concerning Connecticut’s Seal of Biliteracy. 
 
As a graduate of CT public schools, and as a language education professional, it is my opinion that the CT Seal 
of Biliteracy will benefit all learners who choose to pursue it.  The Seal represents high expectations for student 
achievement, validation of proficiency in first and subsequent language use, as well as college and career 
readiness with respect to communicative competence. 
 
In Hartford, where our students collectively speak over 80 languages, and we educate almost 4,000 English 
learners, our Department of English Language Learner Services and Department of World Languages share a 
vision of bilingualism-biliteracy in which all HPS students graduate proficient in their first language as well as 
at least one other, whether that is English or another language.  We recognize as an asset the language skills our 
students bring from other countries and their linguistically diverse homes.  We promote as an asset to our 
Anglophone students the ability to communicate effectively in languages other than English.  The Seal of 
Biliteracy exceeds the standard documentation of a high school transcript in that the Seal affirms language 
proficiency rather than seat-time completed in a classroom.  Students capable of earning the Seal of Biliteracy 
can prove their ability to communicate for real-world purposes in a variety of contexts.   
 
As we progress further into the 21st century, no conversations concerning cultural competence, global 
citizenship, college and career readiness, 21st century skills, and the like can ignore the value linguistic 
proficiency holds in the successful pursuit of such goals.  For many years we have known the cognitive benefits 
of bilingualism and multilingualism; now we cannot deny the social, economic, and political benefits language 
learning bestows.   
 
Please express your support of all CT language learners through your support of Bill 7159. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bryan C. Daleas, Ph.D. 
Director of World Languages 


