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Standards-based Grading

Growth level represent student progress 
toward meeting the early learning and 
development standards. Scores are a 
description of what students know and are able 
to do. Standards-based scores are an indicator 
of a student’s progress toward mastery of the 
assessed standard.

Scoring levels with performance descriptors are 
used to describe a student’s progress toward 
mastery of the assessed standard. 

Attendance 
information for 

the marking 
period

Performance Levels & Descriptors

Student progress toward meeting the standard is scored with a 1-3 scale. Early in 
the year, students  skills are emerging (1) with the expectation of reaching the 
mastery (3) level by the end of the year.

The final score reflects the student’s actual achievement of the standard.



Example
Domain: Early Language, Communication & Literacy
Indicator: L.60.3 Understand increasingly complex sentences that include 3-4 

concepts (e.g., “Plants are living things that will not survive without 
soil, sunlight and water.”) 

I can: I can understand increasingly longer complex sentences that include 
3-4 concepts.

INDICATORS are 
examples of what 
children should 
know or be able to 
do by the end of 
the year. They are 
written as “I can” 
statements.

Student development and performance levels are 
reported by standards within DOMAINS.



The CT ELDS (Early Learning and Development Standards)
are organized by domain. There are eight domains: 
Social and Emotional Development, 
Physical Health and Development,
Language and Literacy, Creative Arts, Mathematics,
Science, Cognition and Social Studies.

Standards for the Marking Period

In  each developmental area, student progress is monitored through ongoing 
assessment of standards.  Each standard has an indicator for the age level, and 
students are expected to meet that standard at that level before the end of the 
academic year. 

The individual scores for each assignment are used to determine the level of progress 
toward mastering a standard (the 1-3 scale). The report card provides the overall 
progress for the student.

Access the PowerSchool Parent Portal for more detailed information on student 
progress by standard.



Standards-based grading provides students with…
…clear learning expectations. 
…assessment on their own level of progress.
…accountability for monitoring their own progress.
…specific understanding of academic strengths and weaknesses.

Your student’s teacher(s) use(s) multiple data points to determine 
progress and adjust instruction during the entire marking period.  The 
final grade on the progress report is a measure of student progress 
toward meeting the CTELDS standards at the end point of the marking 
period. 

Standards-based grades look at student growth over time through 
teacher observation, student work, and assessments.

The report card includes comments from the teacher(s) concerning 
your student’s progress toward meeting the grade-level standards.

Our district curriculum is aligned to 
the Connecticut Early Learning and 
Development Standards. You can read 
more information at 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/bac
ktoschool/ctelds_whatchildren_birthtofiv
e_should_know_and_be_able_to_do.pdf

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/backtoschool/ctelds_whatchildren_birthtofive_should_know_and_be_able_to_do.pdf

