
Powerpoint Structure for Presenters (60 minutes)
Slide numbers Topic Time Allocated and task 

Slides 2- 7 Welcome 5 minutes- Flyer, check in, agenda 
review 

Slides 9 Student Presenters No more than 10 minutes

Slides 10- 27 Academic Programs 10 minutes- read slides with questions 
for discussion 

Slides 18-25 Enrichment Programs and 
Activities

8 minutes- read slides with questions 
for discussion

Slides 26-50 Common Vocabulary 12 minutes- pop quiz style 

Slides 51 Planning for College,Career, 
and Military

10 minutes - Video and reading slides
Pass out Schedules then dismiss



Welcome
Transitioning to High School



Friendly Reminder for Bridge

Pass out flyers, if you had not done so already.

This summer, each of you has the opportunity to earn 
some cash for your pockets by joining Bridge and 
participating in the summer youth program. There is a flyer 
for you to register for this event. The event goes from 
Tuesday, July 5th to July 28th. You come to this site on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday to engage in 
field trips, and activities, and revisit some academic 
classes to prepare you for freshmen success. 



Okay lets do a quick group check in to see where everyone is at with regard to high 
school



Let Us See What Everyone Is Feeling..
Click Here

https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/2160f7a467bf4bf20de43bea4d67c826/377c7026d014


Right now you may be having many thoughts and feelings about transitioning to high 
school.

Some of you may be scared, nervous and have many questions.

Some of you may be excited and happy.

Today, we welcome you to the high school experience.



Today’s Agenda

● Incoming Freshmen Experience
● Academic programs 
● Enrichment programs and activities
● Common Vocabulary You Need to Know
● Planning for college and career 

○ Hartford Promise Scholarship- Secure 
your $20,000 for school

Today we are going to talk about high school and have the following agenda to help 
answer some initial questions you may have about high school. (Read Agenda)



Student Presenters
Incoming Freshmen Experience

If students are not presenting at this time, skip and come back when they arrive to 
your room. 



Academic Programs 



Why Academic Excellence Is So Important

1. Better job opportunities 
2. Scholarship opportunities
3. Improved self esteem
4. Sense of accomplishment
5. Better educational opportunities 
6. Development of skills in areas like reading, 

math, computer technology, research, etc.

In the end, prepare you for college and 
professional future.  



Academic Classes

Core Content

English 

Math

Science 

Social Studies

Physical Education

Arts  

Electives

World Language 

Seminar/ Advisory Class

Magnet Theme and Career 
Pathways  

Core content are the courses that are required for a high 
school diploma. 

Electives are courses that are outside of the required 
courses, that you can choose from.



Magnet Themes & Career Pathways

Art Medical

Information Technology

Humanities Culinary

STEM & Engineering

The school that you attend will have a focus on either a magnet theme or career 
pathway.  This means that you will take at least 1-2 class periods a year dedicated to 
the theme or career pathway.  For instance, at Kinsella you will take multiple arts 
classes. At Weaver high school you may take multiple journalism courses or 
insurance courses aligned to the career pathway. When you graduate, you should 
have an indepth experience with your theme that can be applied to college or career. 



Today you will 
receive the list of 
courses that you 
will take at your 

high school. 



Class Schedule (Sample)
Block scheduling: 

A Days & B Days, each class is 83 minutes & meets every other day
●A & B days rotate
●Example: Monday- A, Tuesday- B, Wednesday- A, etc.

A Day B Day

Period 1 Period 2

Period 3 Period 4

Period 5 Period 6

Period 7 Period 8

The courses that you see on your course request will inform your schedule as a 
freshmen.  (Explain the sample block scheduling)



Portrait of a Graduate

Hartford Public Schools wants every student to be college and 
career ready by the time they graduate high school. 
In high school, teachers across all programs will utilize the 
Portrait of a Graduate rubrics to assess student mastery in 
each competency.  A rubric is a tool for measuring your 
performance as a student. In most cases, teachers will find it 
useful to utilize pieces of multiple rubrics for different 
assessments or instructional tasks, rather than the entirety of 
just one rubric.



Student Led Conferences

At the end of each marking period, your teachers will: 

● Discuss your performance with the Portrait of the 
Graduate Rubric 

● Discuss your grades and attendance to school 
● Create goals for your high school year 
● Help find ways to improve your learning and high 

school experience



Check In for Understanding: 

What do you notice as similarities to your school now? 

What do you notice as differences to your school now? 

What questions do you have about academics? 



Enrichment Programs and Activities 



Why Extracurricular Activities and Sports Are So 
Important

1. Provide an opportunity to take on 
leadership roles 

2. Enhances your teamwork experiences
3. Develops time management skills 
4. Make new friends with similar interests
5. Build confidence 
6. Help improve concentration and focus

In the end, prepare you for college and 
professional future.  



Clubs and Extracurricular Activities

Every high school has a list of clubs and extracurricular activities based on school.   Please visit the 
school’s website to find a list of clubs and activities. Some example clubs and activities include: 

ConnCAP 
Key Club
National Honor Society
Moot Court
Internships
Black Student Union 
Chess Club
Model UN
Student Council 
** Comprehensive only- Career Pathway Afterschool Activities 

And more!



Athletics- Teams

Bulkeley Bulldogs
Capital Prep Trail Blazers
Classical Magnet Gladiators 
The HMTCA Phoenix
HPHS Owls
SMSA Tigers
University Hawks 
Weaver Beavers 

Dont see your school? It’s okay because you can still join a team!



Athletics- Sports by Season

Fall Winter Spring

Football Girls and Boys Basketball Girls and Boys Tennis

Girls and Boys Soccer Boys Swimming  & Diving Softball

Girls Swimming & Diving Indoor Track and Field Baseball

Girls Volleyball Weightlifting Outdoor Track and Field

Cross Country Cheer & Dance Golf



NCAA
High school athletes who want to attend 
a Division 1 or Division 2 college after 
high school to play a sport, must meet 
with their high school counselor to 
discuss the NCAA. 

Grades and attendance matters!  

Student athletes can earn scholarships 
for college education.



Learn More About Athletics Here… 



Check In for Understanding: 

What do you notice as similarities to your school now? 

What do you notice as differences to your school now? 

What questions do you have about extracurricular 
activities, athletics, and clubs? 



Common Vocabulary

Terms you will hear and need to know



Let’s begin 
with a few!



Overview of Terms

How many of these words do 
you already know?

● GPA
● Credits
● Cumulative
● Transcript
● Electives
● Promotion Criteria
● AP/ECE/DE/Honors
● Scholarship

There are many important words you need to know before you get to high school. Today we 
are going to learn about them, but hopefully many are already familiar!



GPA

Grade Point Average



GPA

Grade Point Average

The GPA is the number that shows 

how well or how high you scored in 

your courses on average. 

Usually there is a GPA scale between 1.0 and 4.0

It's meant to score you during your studies and shows whether your overall grades have been 
high or low.

Grades and attendance matters to improve your GPA!



Credits

Credits are what you earn when you 

complete/pass a course. 



Credits

Credits are what you earn when you 

complete/pass a course. 

You need to earn 6 credits by the end of your freshmen year to move into the next grade level.  
Credits are earned why you have a final grade for the year or semester of D or higher. 



More Information on Credits

You can earn one credit for each full year course.

You can earn .5 of a credit for each half year course.

There are some exceptions (advisory, study hall, etc)



Cumulative

Think of cumulative as

‘how much, so far.’

A cumulative GPA represents an 

average of all final grades a student 

has earned throughout high school.



Cumulative

Think of cumulative as

‘how much, so far.’

A cumulative GPA represents an 

average of all final grades a student 

has earned throughout high school.

This includes 9th grade! It builds on ALL FOUR years.

Make sure to get the highest grades to get the highest GPA. GPA opens the doors for sports 
and scholarships.



Transcript

A transcript is an official document 

that shows the courses you have 

taken, the grades earned, and a 

cumulative grade point average (GPA). 



Transcript

A transcript is an official document 

that shows the courses you have 

taken, the grades earned, and a 

cumulative grade point average (GPA). 

Keep in mind that a transcript is not a diploma. 



Electives

Electives are courses that are outside 

of the required courses, that you can 

choose from.



Electives

Electives are courses that are outside 

of the required courses, that you can 

choose from.

Like mentioned before there are many electives that you can take at your high school. Many 
are based on the theme of the school or career pathway. 



Promotion 

Criteria

Promotion Criteria is the classes you 

need to earn before you can be moved 

to the next grade each year.



Promotion 

Criteria

Promotion Criteria is the classes you 

need to earn before you can be moved 

to the next grade each year.



Credit Requirements for Promotion

Hartford Public Schools requires high school students to successfully complete a 
minimum number of credits before they can graduate. This applies to students in 
the class of 2020 and later. 

In order to be considered a Sophomore/10th grader:  

Students must have successfully completed 6 credits.  

Credits must include: 

● 1 in Mathematics
● 1 in English.



A Few More 
Terms

Knowing what all of these are 
will help you to be better 

prepared for High School and 
college



AP/ECE/DE 

Courses



AP/ECE/DE 

Courses

AP - Advanced Placement

ECE - Early College Experience

DE - Dual Enrollment

 All of these courses are rigorous and 

allow students to earn college credit 

while in high school.



Honors Courses

Honors courses go a step further than 

regular high school courses. These 

courses move at a faster pace and go 

more in-depth but you also earn more 

credit for them.



Honors Courses

Honors courses go a step further than 

regular high school courses. These 

courses move at a faster pace and go 

more in-depth but you also earn more 

credit for them.



Scholarship

A scholarship is a financial aid award 

that helps students pay for college 

that does not have to be paid back.

Sometimes a scholarship is a one-time check, sometimes they are renewable and provide 
money for students each semester or school year.

A lot of scholarships are merit based. Merit scholarships are typically awarded on the basis of 
academic, athletic or artistic merit, in addition to special interests. Some merit scholarships 
also consider financial need, but rewarding talent is the primary objective.



Scholarship

A scholarship is a financial aid award 

that helps students pay for college 

that does not have to be paid back.

Sometimes a scholarship is a one-time check, sometimes they are renewable and provide 
money for students each semester or school year.

A lot of scholarships are merit based. Merit scholarships are typically awarded on the basis of 
academic, athletic or artistic merit, in addition to special interests. Some merit scholarships 
also consider financial need, but rewarding talent is the primary objective.



Quick Review

● GPA
● Credits
● Cumulative
● Transcript
● Electives
● Promotion Criteria
● AP/ECE/DE/Honors
● Scholarship

Today you learned about 
these terms and you got a 

look at what types of classes 
you will take in High School.



Planning for College, Career, and Military

Terms you will hear and need to know



Message from Dr. Daniels, 
Executive Director of 
PostSecondary Success
Click Here 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FgDv6NyPVadY&data=05%7C01%7Cfallon.daniels%40hartfordschools.org%7C6ef4666424964601cfd408da42f14bf5%7C4609056a48ec40719525eeb44632418e%7C0%7C0%7C637895901366078437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IfJVNgPeCKm1b6HPEmkISh8RpxYSMdj2Jqb8OYIkcN8%3D&reserved=0


What is one Scholarship that 
every Hartford student should 

know about? 



Hartford Promise Website

https://www.hartfordpromise.org/






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uoJiV3XySPI


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7gbaheJh6c

